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The expression of estrogen-o. and progesterone in salivary gland
tumors in Ibadan, Nigeria.

In progress

The ethnicity and geography of jaw ameloblastoma in Nigeria.
Currently the results are being compiled into the SPSS for further
analysis. This research has the potential of defining for the first time
the ethnicity and geographical distribution of ameloblastoma in
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help with categorization in the progress towards individualized
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Non-BRAFV®E molecular defects in ameloblastomas, ameloblastic
carcinomas and craniopharyngiomas. This is a collaborative research
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prepared.
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RESEARCH INTEREST

I have focused most of my research on the evolution and molecular characterization
of head and neck cancers (mainly oral squamous cell carcinoma and salivary gland

tumors) and odontogenic tumors, particularly ameloblastoma.

The evolution of oral squamous cell carcinoma begins at the point of mutations that
can be related to several etiologies. A prominent example of such etiological factors is
tobacco. | have studied the use and misuse of cigarettes and smokeless tobacco
products among different categories of persons and the effect of policy on its
marketing locally and globally. This is important to knowledgeably influence policy

recommendations and limit a root cause of oral cancer.

Molecular characterization of tumors is a baseline in the progress towards developing
targeted therapy and personalized medicine. | have started this characterization by
varied immunohistochemical analysis that target cancer lineage differentiation,
diagnosis of poorly differentiated or undifferentiated cancers and location of proteins

that are potential foci for targeted therapy (especially in salivary gland cancer).

Ameloblastoma is a benign odontogenic neoplasm exclusively located in the
jawbones. It is characterized by local (aggressiveness) invasiveness, propensity for
gross facial deformity, tooth displacement, a high rate of recurrence, occasional
metastasis and malignant transformation. | have focused on this to categorize biologic
behaviors of different clinical/histologic variants of ameloblastomas in Black Africans
(which has not been done before). This molecular characterization will also support
identification of altered molecular pathways that may allow us to detect novel targets
for chemotherapeutic intervention or other molecular targeted therapy and so prevent
or limit extensive surgical intervention. Surgical excision with wide margins is
currently the “best” modality for treatment, but even with this type of intervention the
recurrence rates are still unacceptably high and the quality of life drops significantly

post-operatively.
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